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Lune 1* Die Feb. 1702, 


HA the Thanks of this 
Houſe be given to Dr, 
Delaune, Vice-Chancellor of the 
Univerfity of Oxford, for the 
Sermon by him Preached be. 
fore this Houſe on Saturday laſt, 
at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter : And 
that he be deſired to Print the 
1 fame. And that Mr. Bridpe, 
| Mr. Bromley, and Mr. Romney do 
acquaint him therewith. 


| Paul Fodrell 
Cl. Dom. Com. 
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continu 
inſenſit 


| Preached Before the Honourable 
| Houſe of Commons, Gs. 


| St. M a r. XXVII. 25. 
| Then anſwer d all the people, and ſaid, 


bis bloud be on us and on onr children, 


S long as this miſerable Nation continu'd un- 
der that accurſed Rebellion which brought 
our Royal Martyr to the block : So long it 

continu'd ſtupify'd by the greatneſs of its Sin, and 

inſenfible of Bloud - guiltineſs, or the Vengeance of 

God which always follows it. The Rebels went on 

lzyly adding Sin to Sin, with as quiet and uncon- 

 concern'd Conſciences, as if they had bin treading in 

the plain way of their Duty, and the Blond of their 

rs had bin an acceptable Sacrifice to the 
rd. 


But when a Miraculous and even Viſible Provi- 
&nce of God, out of the rubbiſh of Confuſion had 
B rais'd 


— — 2 
_ — — — 
1— 


=_ 


— St. _ la. ha Ad 


ns 33 a 
A Sermon Preached before the 
raisd again the Orderly, Regular, and Beautiful brougt 
Fabrick of our Ancient Conſtitution both of Church bove 
and State: a Senſe of God and Religion aroſe up were t 
with it, the Sins of the Nation could be.ng longs: WE Malefa 
look upon without D ad and. Horrour: zH and the WWF fame Ir 
piety of the Pafliament thought hothing leſs than ! 
Annual day of Humiliation throughout the King. UH But 
dom, ſufficient to teſtiſie our ſorrow: and deprecate WW ceeded 
the wrath of God for ſo much guilt as the Bloud of WE pour d 
this Day had lay d upon us. time W 
their M 
And there ſeems to be the particular hand of Pro. s, de 
vidence in diſpoſing and ordering things ſo, that I dtine 
this precious bloud ſhould be ſpill'd ond the very ud hei 
Day when by dur Kalendar the Second TLeſſon was ut, the 
in courſe this Chapter of St. Mathew, which contains ¶ the Div 
the Hiſtory of our Saviours Crucifixion; What could WM ill viſ 
be more proper. to arm that Pious Prince with. pati. of) 
ence againſt the Cruelty of his Bloudy Subjects, than Litt] 
to be put in mind juſt before his death; that his ld f. 
Lord and Maſter; even the Saviour of the World, %% all 
endur d greater indignitys and a ſharper death from Cure, 
the hands of his Own Creatures? And what can (db cle: 


give Us a quicker and deeper Sence of Gods wrath . give 
for the Spilling of Innocent Bloud, than a Reflection (anguag 
on thoſe heavy Judgments. which fell upon the Jews rue 
for the Bloud of. their Meſſiah 2 And tho' the Divi- licht 
nity of Chriſt forbids any compariſon between hin urs d 
and: the perſon of our Martyr; tho' a King and + e was 
moſt, Virtuous. and Pious Man: yet their Sufferings % had 
were attended with too many of the ſame Circum- W* vout 
ſtances, to be either hid or deny'd. Antecedent {Wirding 
lyes and calumnies prepar'd the people for tumulfu- eus at 
ous outcryes againſt them, and after m 

| 1ndignt- 


—— — — 
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| indignitys from the Scum of the World, they were 


fi brought as Criminals: before Tribunals who were a- 
urch bove the reach of any Earthly Judicature; there 


up WW vere they Both by falſe accuſations Condemn'd as 
ger Vlalefators,, and Executed accordingly with the 
"the eme lotamy. 


nan [> IVA | ; | 
ing. But the / puniſhment of the Jews indeed far ex- 
cats ceeded the Vengeance which ever was or will be 


pour d out on any other Nation: for when God's 
time was come to reckox with them, the Divinity of 
| their Meſſzah ſo fully diſcover'd to them by Prophe- 


1d of 


Pro- gs, declar'd by Himſelf, and confirm'd by his Do- 
| th WM drine and Miracles; was brought into the Account : 
very ud hence it is that tho near 1700 years are ſince run 
1 was out, they are as far from having made Satisfaction to 
atains the Divine Juſtice as ever, and the Rod of God is 
could (till viſibly over them. | 

1. pati | 


Little did the People imagine what it was they 
wat his ald for upon themſelves and their poſterity, when 
Vorld, they all anſwer'd aud ſaid, bis Bloud be on Os and our 
n from WW CHdren. But they had ſhut their eyes againſt the 
vat can the cleareſt evidence, it was time therefore for God 
wrath do give them over to themſelves, (which in Scripture 
lection WI (4nguage is to Harden them) and let them unreſtrain'd 
ie Jews WI barſue the dictates of their blind and furious malice 
Divi- lich they did in oppoſition to the repeated endea- 


, than 


en him wars of the Roman Governour to ſave Jeſus. Pi- 
and a e was ſenſible of his Innocence and that for Envy 
ferings WM") bad deliver d him, v. 18. and had reaſon to hope 
ircum- would be a very likely means to fave him, if ac- 


cedent 
multu- 
exable 


digut- 


ring to the cuſtome of releaſing a Priſoner to the 
eus at the Paſſover, he pitch'd upon only Barabbas, 
i 4 
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— * Notorious Robber, to propoſe with Jeſus to their 
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choice, v. 17. But the Chief Prieſts and Elders per. 
ſwaded the multitude, that they ſhould ash Barth, 
and deſtroy Jeſus, v. 20. and with noiſe and clamoyr 
prevail'd with Pilate againſt his conſcience to com. 
ply fearing a tumult; but he waſhd his hands firſt be 
fore the multitude, ſaying, I am innocent of the blu 
of this Juſt Perſon ; ſee ye to it. v. 24. Which terms 
they very readily accepted of, crying out, Let it be 
ſo ; whatever guilt. there may be in putting him to 
death, let it lye upon Us and eur Poſterity : js 
Bloud be on Vs and on our Children. 


From which words I ſhall take occaſion to pro- 
ceed in my following diſcourſe on theſe three Heads, 
v. | 


xt, I ſhall obſerve that a Nation may be properly 
and truely guilty of Sin, as well as a Single Per- 
ſon, and conſequently lyable to Gods wrath. 


| 
zly, I ſhall enquire what it is which renders : 
Nation properly and truly guilty of Sin. 


Zly, 1 ſhall enquire when we may have ſufficient 
reaſon to believe that God has forgiven a National 
Sin. 


And then with ſome Application of what hall 
have bin ſaid, I ſhall conclude. 


1ſt, I ſhall obſerve that a Nation may be proper!) 
and truely guilty of fin, as well as a fingle perſon, 
and conſequently lyable to Gods wrath. BY 


) pro- 
leads, 


o perly 
e Per- 


ders 2 


ficient 
tional 


t ſhall 


perl) 
erſon, 


by 
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By a Nation I do not mean all the Individuals of 
which it is compos'd ſeparately as ſuch, but Colle- 
ctively as united in Civil Society, and form'd into 
one Body Politick, by which means an whole Na- 
tion or People in a Legal Senſe becomes one Single 
Perſon, and conſequently is as capable of Moral A- 
ions as any Individual. The World is properly 
and truly One Large Kingdom of which God is the 
ſole Lord and Governour, and the ſeveral Kingdoms 
and States in it are ſo many ſmall rations ĩnde- 
pendant of each other as to their own Municipal 
Laws by which they are ſeparately Govern'd: But 
nearly related as parts of the Same Great Empire, to 
the Laws of which they are all equally Subject. And 
as in theſe particular States, the leſſer and ſubordi- 
nate Bodys Politick are anſwerable for going beyond 
the Powers granted them by their Charter, and doing 
any thing contrary to the Laws of the Land ; and 
puniſhable ſometimes (as the Nature of the Crime 
may be) in the Perſons of thoſe that Act, as 


well as in their Politick Capacity; but chiefly in 


the latter, by pecuniary Mulcts, or perhaps the diſ- 
ſolution of the Body : So the Grand States and 
Governments in the World, in all their Actions are 
oblig'd to have regard to the Laws of their Great 


Soveraign, and keep ſtrictly to his Eternal rules of 
Piety, Juſtice and Equity; which if they tranſgreſs, 
they are as lyable to puniſhment as Individuals : 


with this only difference that Individuals are Corre- 
ted only with Judgments in this life in order to 
their amendment, their final puniſhment upon their 


impenitence being reſerv'd to the next: But the Sen- 


tence againſt offending Nations mult be always Exe- 
| cuted 


nn. 
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cuteqd in This World; becauſe they have no Ex- 
iſtence any. where els. oo 


This is a Truth ſo evident, that wherever there 
has bin any Sence of Religion and Morality, tho 
in Nations wholly given up to Idolatry, the belief 
of it has prevail'd 3 and not only the Jewiſh Hi- 
ſtory, which is little more than an Hiſtory of the 
Virtues and Sins of That Peaple, and the dealings 
of God with them accordingly ; but the Hiſtory of 
all Nations affords a demonſtration, that as God is 
Governour of it, ſo he do's in Righteouſneſs Fudg 
the World and the People with Equity. | 


Except the Sacred, no Hiſtory gives a more clear 
proof of this matter than the Roman: where we 
have an account of à People which aroſe from as 
deſpicable a beginning as any Nation upon Earth, 
to the greateſt pitch of grandeur the world ever 
knew; and this purely by Gods bleſſing on their 
rigid Virtue and ſttict: Piety. They err'd” indeed 
in the Object of their worſhip, but on this ſcore 
they were upon the level with their Neighbours, 
having a great ad vantage of them in the Seriouſneſs 
and Conſtancy of that, tho their miſtaken, devo- 
tion ; eſpecially upon all public enterpriſes. And 


| N 

; when all Moral Virtues were ſuperadded; as Tem- me 
| perance, Frugality, Patience, Juſtice, Mercy, and 21 
| Gratitude - *twould have bin no hard matter to fore- WI 


1! ſee on which ſide Providence ſhould incline, when 
they contended with the Softneſs and Luxury of 
| the Aſiaticks, the Perfidy of the Africans, or Both 
j in the Greeks. And tis very remarkable that of 
all their Conqueſts, thoſe were obtain'd with molt 
| difficulty 
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difficulty where they encounter'd Enemys who ap- 
proach d neareſt to them in Virtue, as the Gauls 


1 and Germans: as their own Hiſtorians have ob- 
0 E fervd. 
1 1 IT — 
> But we need not have recourſe to particular in- 
c ſtances of Gods Ruling Providence over the King- 
5 doms of this World ; for we find them all at one 
t time or other under public Calamitys, which pre- 
5 ſuppoſe: ſome National Sin committed, all Evil be- 
| . 28. ; | = | . | 
9 ing the puniſhment and conſequence of it. For as 
God by his Vindictive Juſtice is oblig'd to puniſh 
Sin, ſo by his Diſtributive Juſtice he is concern'd 
IT to reward Virtue, which when it cannot be done 
e in a Future State muſt be done in This World: = 
8 from whence it evidently follows, that if any Na- | 
p | tion could be found Innocent and perfectly free £ 
T | from National Sins, it would be in all things hap- 
Ir | py and proſperous; but Experience affording us 
d no ſuch inſtance, we muſt conclude that all Na- 
e tions are guilty- of Sin, as well as all Private 
, Perſons. | 
at Having thus (as I'hope) ſufficiently made good 
d my obſervation in the firſt place, viz. that a Nation 
I- may be properly and truely Guilty of Sin as well as 
d 2 Private perſon, and conſequently lyable to Gods 
N „„ 4 00: 2 1150 OTE HT 
J 29, To enquite what it-is-which renders a Ni- 
h tion properly and truely Guilty of Sin. All Sin 
5 being a tranſgrefſion of the Law, two things are 


neceſſary. to be conſider'd in order to anſwer this 
| ** | en- 
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enquiry ; iſt, What Laws a Nation is oblig'd to 


pay Obedience to, and 21y, What it is which makes 
an Act to be a National Att. | 


1ſt, We are to conſider what Laws a Nation is 
oblig'd to pay Obedience to: and they are two- 
fold ; the Laws of God, their Supreme Lord and 
Governour, and their Own Laws whenever any 
Nation tranſgreſſeth in either caſe, That Nation is 
guilty of Sin. To tranſgreſs the Law of God will 
be allow'd on all hands to be a Sin; but then the 
Maxims which ſome Politicians lay down, and the 
Praftice of moſt Governments, ſeem to tell us that 
it is not well agreed what the Law of God is in 
relation to States and Bodys Politick. They give 
us too much reaſon to imagine that in Their opi- 
nion there are Different rules for the conduct of 
Private perſons, and the adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment. | 


Sincerity and Juſtice are undeniably allow'd to be 
the igdiſpenſible duty of Individuals ; but the Re- 
verſe of thoſe Virtues is ſometimes eſteem'd the Cha- 
racter of an Able Stateſman, and the neceſſary Pru- 
dence of a Wiſe Government, To deludea Neigh- 
bour Nation with Counterfeit Pretences into Articles 
of Peace and Alliance, with a fix d Reſolution not 
to keep them, ſeem to be look'd upon as Art and 
Management ; when the ſame dealing between Man 
and Man, would. not fail to be call'd by its Right 
name, that is, Trick and Knavery. No body que- 
ſtions but Private perſons are oblig'd not to do Evil 
that Good may come of it 4 but when Salus Populi 
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F Suprema Lex was ſet up as a Maxime of State, all 


, the Laws of God (we know) as occaſion requir'd 
2 were made to give way to it : and Robbery, Bloud | 
and Sacrilege were look'd upon as Godly means, if 
they ſeem d to move towards that great End. Gra: 
4 titude is a duty of great obligation and eſteem a- 
7 mong private perſons, and in truth not fo much 
d | Generoſity as ſtrict Juſtice : But this ſeems too Low 
A Virtue for Kingdomes and Mighty States to Stoop 
— to; 'tis an acknowledgment of an obligation, and 
Il that implies ſome want, ſome weakneſs and imper- 
te fection, which Pride forbids on any account to be 
ne own'd. Hence it is that true Service and inviolable 
at WW fidelity are uſually look'd upon at Beſt but the dull 
= | performance of Duty; but poſſibly attributed to 
we | no better a Principle than Cowardice, and re- 
0 warded accordingly with contempt : while the 
of bold daring Oppoſer is Careſs'd with the Smiles 
* | of a Court, and by Preferments paid for his Af- 
| fronts, 
be But if the book of God be conſulted, we ſhall 4% 
kb | find no flattery of Kings and Princes in it; no In- 8 | 
ha. dulgence to their Ambition, Diſpenſation with their 
2 | Integrity, or Exemption from any of thoſe Laws by 
ab. which the meaneſt of their Subjects are bound: 
les That their Elevation here is no more than what the 
* Neceſſity of Government requires, but that as they 
(hall dye like Men, they ſhall be judg'd like Men 
* ad, that is, by the Uniform and Immutable Laws 
5 of God ; and that the Juſtice which is the Duty of 
ooh Megs perſons is the ſame Righteouſneſs that exalteth 
3 Nation. 
puli C | But 
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But beſides the Laws. of God, every Nation is 
bound by its Or Laws, and to Act by any Other 
meaſures is a Sin ; but for this reaſon indeed, be. 
cauſe every breach of thoſe; Laws includes in it 2 
tranſgreſſion of the :ivine,; it being an Offence a. 
gainlt Truth and Juftige..,, The Civil Laws of a 
Country are of the nature of Articles of Agree— 
meat between the Rulers and their Subjects; Du- 
ty and Obedience is {egur'd on one hand, and on 
the. other Protection in Civil Rights, if the Subjed 
breaks his part of the Covenant (as I may call it) 
his. puniſhment is at hand, and if the- Supreme 
Power breaks his, his puniſhment is no. leſs cer- 
tain tho more remote; for he is guilty before God, 
who is His. Ruler, tho it-is; impoeſſible he ſhould be 
accountable for it in his own Domi nions, for that 
would infer a power Super iour to the Supreme, which 
is a flat contradict ion. 

So much for the Laws to which a Nation is ob- 
lig d to-pay obedience.' |) 1! 
We are 215, to conſider What it is which makes an 
Act, a Natignal Act z and then it will plainly ap: 
pear what- it is-Whichyrendtrs a) Nation properly and 
truely guilty of Sin. A Nation beipg a Body Poli 
tick, and in a Legal Sence a ſingle Perſon, (as was 
obſer wd) nothing can; be a National Act, but what 
is a Perſonal: Act ef the Body Politick. The 4- 
ctions of Individuals as ſuch, are only their ow! 3 
and whether good or bad, are in no wile to be a- 
ſcrib'd to the Nation, any farther than as the Go. 

5 vernmen: 
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vernment by wholeſome Laws and a due Execution 


nis W of them, may be an Inſtrumental cauſe of the Vir- 
ther tues; or by Negligence and Remiſneſs of Diſcipline 
_ de- the Encourager of the Sins of the Peqple. But all 
it a Acts of the Governing Power, whether Legillative 
© er or Executive are the true and proper Acts of the 
of 4 Nation: and when the former acts contrary to the 
glee- WF Laws of God, or the latter either to thoſe or the 
Du- Laws of the Land, the Nation 1s guilty of Sin and 
don lyable to puniſhment”; how far ſoever Many, or the 
bjeck greater part of the Subjects, may be from aſſent- 
, ing to or approving of it: they are parts ot the 
mu Body Politick, and muſt _ neceſſarily ſhare with it in 
8 cer- 


| its proſperity or adverlity; cho they were not per | 
God, bonally concern'd'in deſerving either. 5 


11d be 


| T I; 

Ir that . Thus we have ſeen in general, what it is which 8 | 
which WF renders a Nation properly and truely guilty of Sin: 

but before I leave this matter, it may be convenient 
ode a little more particular. For the Sias of Na- 
is 00. tions no leſs than thoſe of Private Perſons, are ſub- 

ject to great Variety in the different Degrees of their 

| malignity : being greater or leſs according to the 
akes an ſeveral Circumſtances which may attend them, or * 
ity 6 | the Share the Will had in bringing them forth'; 
1y - tom the Principles and Cauſes from whence they 
y bol. pring, or the Effects and Conſequences which may 
(as wh ollow after them. Man is a frail Creature, weak 
it ou n his Will, and blind in his Underſtanding z the 
The . fiolence of temptation may over- power, or the 
. uddenneſs of it ſurpriſe him: he may fall into 
af ak In through involuntary errour and miſtake, or if 
ec t be involuntary in its cauſe (as for want of will 


C2 to 
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— to be rightly inform d) tis far from being of that 


deep Dye, as a Sin committed with the more Imme. 
diate and Deliberate conſent of the Will, A Sin 
may ſpring from 1 55 and Cauſes in them- 
ſelves good, but not rightly directed by the rules 
of our Duty: as when a Man out of a di 
deſirous to oblige and unwilling to give offence 
ſuffers himſelf to be drawn into any ſinful com. 
pliance; how different is this from thoſe Sins which 
proceed from Malice and Revenge, an earneſt de. 
fire of Offending and Hurting, and a deliber:t« 
Reſolution of doing all the miſchief we can 
The Conſequences of ſome Sins terminate in the 
perſon of the Sinner, or have but a very ſmall or 
diſtant influence on our Neighbour or the Public 
but ſure thoſe Sins which in the very nature of then: 
imply an Injury to other perſons, draw them in to 
be partakers of our guilt, or tend to corrupt their 
Morals ; that actually diſturb the public peace and 
unity, or have a tendency towards it, contract a 
much greater guilt, Thus alſo it is in National 
Sins ; Some of them have ſo much of human frail- 
ty, and fo little of the perverſeneſs of the Will, 
{pringing from good Intentions, but miſtaken Judg- 


{poſition 


ment: others may be of little moment as to Public 


Weal, committed through inadvertency, and ſo 
harmlefs in their confequences; that we may be- 
lieve God looks upon them with an eye of pity 
and compaſſion, as knowing. our frame and. remem- 
bring thatwe are but duſt. Some again there are of 


a more Scarlet Complexion, which may ariſe from 


a. Supine Negligence in a Government, and That 
owing to an indifference as to all Principles of 


Virtue 


> (elf, 
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Virtue and Piety. : others may proceed: directly 


from the pravity and obſtinacy of the Will, and 
draw after them à train of fatal conſequences 


not only foreſeen but deſign'd. Theſe are they 


which kindle Gods wrath, and cauſe him to make 


bare ba Arm and prepare for Vengeance. But a- 


dove all when any indignity is offer'd to himſelf; 


all Sins indeed are an affront to the Divine Majeſty, 
deing a contempt of his Laws and Autority : but 
ſome over and above.have a nearer relation to him- 


E elf, and are. really. Perſonal affronts; as robbing 


him of that Honour which is peculiarly his due, 


or giving it to. a Creature; Sacrilege, or invading : 
dis Property; and a profanation of things made 
* facred by a dedication of them to his Service. In 
> theſe. caſes God (as I may ſay) is more than ordi- 
© narily. Tender, for ſo he is pleas'd- to expreſs him(elt, 
| when he tells us that on this account he is a Jealous 
And Theſe or the like were the Chief cauſes 
of moſt of thoſe Judgments upon the Jews which 
| we read of in Holy Writ. 


But as in private Perſons there are Sins ok Omii- 


ſion as well as Commiſſion; fo a Kingdom is not 
| only guilty of Sin by an Unlawful Act, but by 
| giving way to the growth of Wickedneſs and Im- 
piety by a remiſs Government; by not providing 


wholeſome Laws for the reſtraining; Vice and Im- 


| Morality, or want of the due Execution of them, 
as was hinted before. Sin as it was monſtrous aud 
| Unnatural in its birch, fo its growth and encreaſe is 
the common methods of improvement; 
but it thrives faſteſt by neglect, and — 
moſt 


not by 


— 
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molt in thoſe Soils which have the leaſt Culture. 
Bur as an Husbandman by neglect of tillage is as 
much the Cauſe of thoſe weeds and thiſtles which 
incumber his grouud, as he would have bin of 
that good corn which by his coſt and labour might 
have grown upon it, and ſhall reap the juſt fruits 
of his lazineſs in beggary and want : ſo a General 
depravation of Manners in any people dos not lay 
the Particular Sinners Only under guilt, but the 
Negligent Government alſo, in whole lazy arms it 
has bin nurs'd and cheriſh'd. Any Enormous Crime 
alſo, tho* but of a few, encourag'd by Impunity, 
is Chargeable on the Government, and becomes a Sin 
of the Nation. I proceed 


2ly, To enquire when we may have ſufficient 
reaſon to believe that God has forgiven a National 
Sin. We are not now ſpeaking of thoſe leſſer Sins, 
which may be committed through frailty, errour, 
or inadvertency, and are pardon'd by a General re- 
pentance : but of thoſe of a greater magnitude, 
which require a Particular and very Expreſs repen- 
tance. And in judging when ſuch a Sin is par- 
don'd, we are not to be guided by any length of 
time or number of years which may have paſs'd 
ſince the Commiſſion of it, but by the Truth and 
1 Sincerity of the Repentance for it; without which 
| Sin muſt and will be puniſh'd, but God is not tyed 
| up to a preſent execution, being certainly at liberty 
to take his own time. And there may be many 
| reaſons given why in molt caſes Judgment ſhould 
not be poured out upon a Nation in haſt, but de- 
lay'd for ſuch a competent time as ſhall ſeem beſt 0 

| the 


dhe Wiſdom of God. He is concert d in all Events 
in the World, which he diſpoſes and brings about 
always for ſome wiſe ends and purpoſes. It is evi- 
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dent therefors that the moſt proper ſeaſon for God's 
Vengeance on a Nation, is at that time when it may 
moſt appoſitely fall in with, and afliſt in the ac- 
compliſhing ſome other Ends of Providence: and 
when this will be God Almighty only is the Judg. 
Beſides, if puniſhments were ſo ſpeedily inflicted on 
the Guilty, there would be no time given for re- 
pentance by which Gods wrath might be appeas'd, 


| and his Judgments averted ; God would looſe the 


Glory of his long ſuffering and forbearance, and 


might ſeem of too Angry a Nature, whereas a Delay 


adds a Jufter even to the Brighteſt of Gods At- 
tributes, his Goodneſs and Mercy; and ſeems to 
tell us that notwithſtanding his hatred of Sin, yet 
he has a compiſſion for the Sinner, and cannot pro- 
ceed to Aſflict his Creatures without ſome Reluctance. 
To all this we may add, that thoſe Delays which 
may ſeem long to us, are not ſo to that Eternal 


Being. Be not ignorant Beloved, ſays St. Peter, of 


this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thou- 


ſand years, and a thouſand years as one day. The 


Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as ſome men 
count flackneſs, but is long-ſuffering to in ward, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance. 2 St. Pet. 3. 8, 9. 


The Judgment on the Jews for crucifying their 
Meſſiah was not the leſs to be expected for being 
deferr'd till moſt of thoſe were probably in their 
Graves, who cry'd out, Crucity him, Crucify him: 


nor 
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years which have almoſt paſs'd ſince the Fact; be- 


believe God has forgiven a National Sin, till we 
have ſufficient reaſon to believe the Nation has 


A Sermon Preached before the 
nor are they now ere the more pardon'd for the pu- 
niſhment they have already undergone, or the 1700 


cauſe their Impenitence is of the ſame continuance: 
for tis not any tract of time, but Repentance 
only which can blot our Sins out of Gods Me- 
mory. We cannot therefore have any reaſon to 


effectually Repented of it. And of this we muſt 
judg by the ſame rules as of our on Private 
Repentance ; which we are ſure is not ſincere till 
the Amendment is evident. Now an Amendment 
do's not only imply an abſtaining from the com- 
miſſion of That Sin any longer, but an hatred and 
deteſtation of it in our minds ; an endeavour to 
get the maſtery of thoſe & Hetites and Paſſions 
which formerly drew us * itz and an avoid- 
ing all thoſe temptations ſnares which may 
poſſibly lead us into a Relapſe. When we are 
ſenſible of this Change in us, we may have an hum- 


ble aſſurance that our Repentance is True, and our 
Sin pardon'd. 


The Application of what has bin ſaid con- 
cerning Private Repentance, to a Public Natio- 
nal Repentance 3 will find its more proper place 
in the General Application of what has bin 
ſaid, to the Melancholly occaſion of this days 


Aſſembly: For which 1 now beg your pati- 
ence. 


By Rey 
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By what has been ſaid I humbly preſume it 
has appear'd, that a Nation may be properly and 
truely guilty of Sin, as well as a Private Perſon, 
and conſequently lyable to puniſhment z as alſo 
what it is which renders a Sin properly Natio- 
nal; and when we may have jull reaſon to be- 
lieve that God has pardon d it. By which on This 
Occaſion we are naturally led to two things which, 
to a Soul truly Chriſtian that has an awful fear 
of the Divine Majeſty and a juſt Dread of his 


Wrath, will afford but very uncomfortable Medi- 


tations; I mean a view of our Sin and our Re- 


| pentance. 


Our Sin is of ſo New and Singular a Nature, ſo 


| repugnant to the common ſenſe of Mankind, and 
| to the Laws of all Nations as well as thoſe of 
| God : that had Fame brought only the News of 
it from the moſt Remote and Barbarous corner of 
| the Earth ; it would have ſtruck us with Aſtoniſh- 
| ment and Horrour, 
| higheſt 
mate Villain is able to arrive at. 
| loſt all remorſe of Conſcience, all ſenſe of Good 
| and Evil, either believe there is no God or elle de- 
| fy him, and be diveſted even of his Humanity too, 


Premeditated Murder 1s the 
pitch of wickedneſs, the moſt Conſum- 
He muſt have 


before he can ſo much as even deliberate with 
himſelf about it. But in the caſe before us, this 
was not all ; here was no Common man aſſaſſina- 
ted in Secret by the hand of ſome Audacious Vil- 
lain, or Murder bought for a Sacrifice to private 
Revenge: but a King is the Perſon ſlain, and a 

D Nation 


— — 
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Nation his Murderer. Royal Majeſty is led forth 
in Public from his own Palace to the Scaffold, 
and his Sacred Head ſeverd from his body, by 
the Infamous hands of an Executioner. And thi; 
done by the calm and deliberate Counſels , pur- 
ſuant to a Sentence upon a long and formal Try. 
al; and at the Command of thoſe men who by 
the Laws of God and their Country, and by their 
Oaths, ow'd him all Duty and Obedience ; from 
whom his Piety, and Virtues call'd for the high- 
eſt degree of Reſpeft and Honour, And his 
Fatherly Tenderneſs and Affection for his Peo- 


ple did in Juſtice require Suitable Returns of 
Love. 


Here was a Sin in the higheſt degree Natio- 
nal and Wilful, being the Solemn and Deliberate 
Act of the Power which at that time Govern'd : 
ſo that no Nation could ever poſſibly be more 
truely and properly guilty of Sin than this was. 
But then if we conſider the ſteps that led to it, 
and the neceffary and unavoidable conſequences of 
it, we ſhall find it attended with the higheſt ag- 
gravations : Treaſon and Rebellion led the way, 
and Ruine follow'd after. An Army. was raisd 
againſt him, but pretended to be rays'd by his 
Antority and for his Safety ; thus did Rebellion | 
indeed appear in a diſguiſe, but ſuch an one as 
made it more remarkably Impudent. And in 
order to ſtrengthen their Arms, the Affections of 
his Subjects were to be Alienated from him; 
which his Goodneſs and Virtues made Impoſſible 
by any other means, than moſt malitious Calum- 
nies 


atio- WE 


him; 
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nies and notorious Lyes. When his Reputation 
was thus murder'd firſt, and weaken'd and de- 
fenceleſs he fell into their hands, his Bloud was 
thought the Only Security for their Uſurp'd 
Autority , and New-gain'd Poſſeſſions. But as 
yet even in this height of Wickedneſs theſe Par- 
ricides aſham'd to own Themſelves Rebels; for 
4 pretence to take away His Life, and cover 
Their own Sin; with equal impudence and abſur- 
dity, turn'd the Treaſon upon their King, and 
for That try'd condemn'd and executed him. 


This fact could be attended with no leſs than 


the utter overthrow of our Ancient and Excel- 
lent Conſtitution : and accordingly in the room 
of the beſt Temper'd Monarchy there ſucceeded 
nothing but Anarchy and Contuſion z the Na- 
tion Feveriſh and Diſtemper'd roll'd about from 
one form of Government to another, but could 
find reſt in none. Thus alſo in the room of 
the moſt Primitive Church, aroſe up an infinite 
number of wild and extravagant $ectarys „ all of 
them ſerving God ſeverally in their own ways, I 
confeſs, but none of them i» His. The Church 
was a perfect Babel, having as great a diverſity of 
Opinions, as that had of Languages: which 
ſervd here no leſs to confound the common bu- 
lineſs, and fruſtrated all their endeavours to come 
at any firm Settlement either in Church or State. 
No; that was to be done only by the hand of 
God, who Alone can bring Order ont of Con- 
fuſion: and when he was pleasd to bleſs us 
with a Settlement again, it is to be obſervd, 


that neither did his Wiſdom direct, nor his 


D 2 'Good- 
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Goodneſs move him, to give us any Other than our 
Old one. 


I know there are too many who look upon 
theſe things only as old and worn-out Storys, 
which the world has bin troubled with too long 
already, and ought now to be forgot 5 nor can 
I reflect without bluſhes on the Cold or Foreign 
diſcourſes which of late Years have bin deliver'd 
on This Day from ſome of our own Pulpits, and 
before very Auguſt Aſſemblys. As if by ſome 
New Light the Errour of the Church and Par- 
liament had been diſcoverd, who thought the 
Nation under Guilt by the bloud of their Lord 
and King; or elſe they had bin well aſſur'd 


an Act of Indempnity had paſsd in Heaven 
for it. 


It were to be wiſh'd indeed, that it might be 
forgot both in Heaven and Earth; for the Hs 
norr as well as Proſperity of the Nation: but I 
fear it will not be ſafe for ©s to forget it, till 


we are very ſure G O D will remember it no 
more. 


And the only ground for ſuch an Aſſurance 
(as was obſerv'd) is a ſincere Repentance 5 which 
is not to be eſtimated by any ſolemn ſhew of De- 
votion, unleſs accompany'd with Fruits meet for 
Repentance, If abſtaining from the Act of a Sin 
might be ſufficient to denominate us Penitents, it 
would be hard in this caſe not to be ſo; for 
This fact, as it was the Firſt ſo, tis to be hop'd 
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twill be the Laſt of the kind. But a true Peni- 
tent does not only forbear the Act, but has an 
hearty Abhorrence and Deteſtation of his Sin, ſup- 
preſſes the leaſt degree of Approbation of it in 
his breaſt z flyes all Temptations that may lead 
him into it again, and endeavours to the utmoſt 
to ſubdue and conquer thoſe Luſts and Paſſions 
which over-rul'd his Will in the committing it. 


— 


Theſe are of the very Eſſence of ſincere Repen- 


tuce in Private Perſons, all Men will allow; 
und I know no difference between That, and the 
Public Repentance of a Nation. 


Not to Repeat 


the Sin, will not ſuffice z there muſt be a juſt 
Hatred of it, a fear of God's Judgments, all ne- 


ceſſary caution againſt it for the future; and to 
that end, all the Roots from whence it ſprun 

are to be grubb'd up, and all the ways that le 
to it ſtopp'd ; of which I know not how to give 
_— Inſtance than the Caſe before us will af- 
| ford. 


E accompliſh'd by a moſt wicked and unnatural Re- 
bellion: now Nobody will ſay this Kingdom 


| dering any of their Kings Since, but every body 
[will Judg of it by the Signs and Tokens above- 
mention d. If this Kingdom (for example) has an 
tearty Abhorrence and Deteſtation of that Sin for 
which we now mourn ; If it Abominates all thoſe 
ebellious Principles that led to it; If by exem- 
plary Puniſhments It expreſſes a Juſt Indignation 


Regicides, 


The Sin is the barbarous Murder of our King, 


bas ſhew'd it ſelf ſufficiently Penitent by not mur- 


wainſt All who publickly Abet and Juſtify the 
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Regicides, or by Impious Mock-Feaſts on this Dy 
ridicule the Piety of our Anceſtors, and affront the 
Autority by which this Faſt is enjoyn'd ; If it dif. 


courages to its utmolt the fame Faction, and 
terms will Truſt them with any of that Power 


On no 
which 


they once {o wickedly Abus'd ; If it gratefully te- 
turns Protection to thoſe Laws which endeavour to 
defend our Conſtitution, and guards them again 
the Inſults of men of Profligate Conſciences, who 


by Hypocriſy at the Altar would climb u 


P into 


power to pull down the Church; If all Illegal Se. 
minarys of Schiſm and Sedition be diſcountenanc'd. 
and all the Caution that is poſſible be taken to fence 
againſt the Inveterate Malice, and all Lawful means 
usd to weaken the Power of the Known and 
Profeſs'd Enemys of our Conſtitution : If all this 
(I ſay) be done, there is no doubt but our Public 


Repentance is Sincere, 


God will moſt certain!) 


Accept our Prayers accompany'd with ſuch True 
Sorrow and Amendment; and not only Forgive 
our Sin, but Bleſs us with the happy fruits of {uch 
a Return to our Duty. Our Councils will be ſtead; 
and united, All Aiming at one Common End, the 
Public Good. All the cauſes of Divifion will be 
Rooted up; there will be no ground of Jealouſy on 
One hand, becauſe no room for Deſign on the O- 


ther : the Monarchy and the Church will 


be Un- 


diſturb'd ; and [Conſcientious Diſſenters Quiet, ac 
countable-only to God for their Separation. The 
Virtues of our Martyr'd Soveraign will Securely adorn 
the Crown in the Perſon of his Royal Grand- 
Daughter; and our Excellent Queen will long te- 


Joyce in the Peace and Proſperity of her Pe 


ople at 
home, 


home, 
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home, and abroad be a Support to her Allyes and a 
Terrour to her Enemies. 


Now that we may be ſo Bleſs'd, and that we may 

| low in this our Day the things which belong unto our 
Peace, before they are hid from our Eyes, God of his 
Infinite Mercy grant for the ſake of our Bleſſed Re- 


E deemer, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: to whom with the 


Father and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and One God; 
be all Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty and Do- 
minion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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